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with one exception the large rivers all flow from south to north,
and so are of little use for the trade passing from west to east;
even the Danube, flowing due east from Ulm to Vienna, only
serves a small portion of South Germany. Hence many of the
canals are of old date, though they have as a role been
thoroughly adapted to modern needs. The principal ones
connect with the rivers Rhine, Elbe, Ems, Oder, and Vistula,
with their tributaries.
Perhaps the best idea of the inland waterway facilities
enjoyed by the German trader can be obtained by taking
almost any important town as a starting-point and following
the directions in which regular navigation is carried on. Thus
tie Rime can be used for heavy traffic as far as Mannheim
and for light craft as far as Strassbnrg, though the deepening of
the river to Basle is only a question of time. In the neighbour-
hood of Dnisburg a canal runs west toward the Scheldt, the
Bortmund-Rliine canal runs east and the Dortmund-Ems canal
runs norti to Emden with a branch to the "Weser; while a
Central German (JMitlelland) canal is projected, which will
flow east from the last-named canal, passing Minden, Hanover,
Magdeburg, Potsdam, and then, leaving Berlin slightly to the
north, will meet the Oder above Frankfort. Higher up the
Rhine its tributary the Main lias been made navigable as far as
Frankfort, and is now being deepened as far as Aschaffenburg,
whence canals are contemplated which at Bamberg and
Nuremberg will join the Ludwig canal, running north from the
Danube. Finally there runs from Strassburg in French territory
the Rhine-Maine canal and further south Muihausen has canal
communication with the Eh one. In. the same way the Elbe above
Dresden is connected by canals with the Danube, while below
Magdeburg waterways establish communication east with the
towns on the Sprees Havel, and Oder.
At tie present time Prussia is showing special enterprise in
developing its canal system. The Canal Law of 1905 authorised
tie construction of a canal from the Rhine to the Dortmund-
Ems canalj another from the latter canal to the Weser, one from
the Weser to Hanover, a deep canal from Berlin to Stettin,
costing alone over two million pounds, as well as various small
canals and expensive works of rectification on certain
of the shallower streams. The entire expenditure on these